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County Comm. Seeks 
History Information 

Receive VFW Awards, Plaques 

©•i^oipjfiebt 
May the light of 

Christmas time be 

a guide this day. 

Grigar 
Insurance 

Willie Mae & Louis 
Grif(ar 

E A i a i : LARK 
f%f/V^AffwiytLt^^fKOHffKtf 

The County History Com­
mittee of the Colorado 
County Historical Commis­
sion has recently begun the 
task of compiling a history of 
Colorado County. The com 
mittee plans to begin putting 
the gathered material into 
manuscript form by the latter 
part of 1982. This narrative 
account will begin with the 
Indian tribes which resided in 
this area and continue to the 
present. Sections will include 

Indians in Colorado County; 
Land Grants and Austin's 
Colony; Colorado County 
during the Texas Revolution 
and as a part of the new 
Republic; Colorado County 
during the Civil War and 
Reconstruction; The Post-Re 
c o n s t r u c t i o n Period 
(1873 1890); and a look at the 
county from 1890 through the 
early part of the 20th 
century. Churches being 
researched are: the Catholic 

CHRISTMAS 

Church, the Lutheran Chur­
ch, the Baptist Church, the 
Episcopal Church, the Church 
of Christ, the Methodist 
Church. Three ethnic groups 
which played a major role in 
the settlement of the county 
will be included in sections on 
Czech, German and Black 
History. 

The County History Com 
mittee is asking for input 
from the community as a 
whole as they gather mater­
ial. Any information pertain 
ing to the areas mentioned 
would be helpful This 
information could include 
anecdotes, artifacts, local 
legends, or stories which 
have been passed along in 
your family. Photographs are 
of particular interest. Anyone 
who has oral, written, or 
pictorial information may 
call: Rosanne Harrison, 
234 2662, in Eagle Lake; 
Elvira Kahlich, 725H28.5. in 
Weimar; or l-eah Kin .̂ 
T323904, or Patti Price, 
732-2828. in Columbus. 

Recipients of awards and certificates from 
the Httgle l ^ e Post of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars during the annual Pre-Christ-
mas Part) at Rroescheb Restaurant on 
Wednesday evening of last week, are shown 
above, left to right, Past Commander and 

Past SUte Deputy Chief of Staff J. T. 
[TommyI Pilkington; Columbus high school 
bandsman David Arthur; Mrs. Frank Becak 
of (iarwood; Mayor Elmer Htniss; and Post 
Commander James Cash who made the 
awards. 

New Texas Almanac Has 
Census Results; Other Info. 

VFW, Auxiliary Enjoy 
Party At Broesche's 

J The Great Tidings Are Heard 

1 Rour)d The World, Rejoice. 

i Christ is Born in Bethlehem. 

Season's Greetings.. from 

A.J. WJIIrodt& Associates 
Arthur J Wilirodt JeanDuBose 1 

. Columbus, Texas £ 

If you want t,j know the 
1980 census counts ot Hous 
Ion or Ix)ving County or any 
other incorporated city, coun 
ty or metropolitan area, you 
can find it in the 19M2-83 
edition of the Texas Almanac, 
which IS just off the press 

The new edition, pul'lished 
by The Dallas Morning News, 
features the 1980 (,'ensus 
along with an analysis of 
Texas' population shifts wril 
ten by R. L. Skral)anek, 
professor of sociology and 
demographer at Texas A&M 
University. The book also 
contains tables of 130 v.ars nl 
population growth of Texas 
cities and counties. 

The Almanac also feature^ 
a special article on East 
Texas, written . b> Holi 
Bowman, author of several 
books on the region. 

West Texa-i is also fciiturc'l 
in a comprehensive article on 
McDonald Observatory, I.> 
cated in the Davis Mountains 

Persons who want to know 
more about Texas are 
provided a reading guide in a 
special article, ' "44 Hooks 

.Mxiut Texas.' 
Other special features 

include "Texas Energ>: 
Trends and Outlooks," and 
"History of the Republican 
l':irty." 

,\n e!il.ir)(ed sp.irts section 
pri)vi(i''s what is probably the 
must complete account of 
rcfonis of Texas professional 
and amateur athletic teams. 

In addition, the Almanac 
coiiiains a vast amount of 
basic information on nearly 
every aspect of the state: 
Slate and national parks. 
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The Holy seoien it 

upon ut ... may it 

bleti each of ut 

with lev* end joy 

new, and in the 

year le come. 

Mercy's 
Beauty Salon 
Jor and Marry SiJinaj, 

and KamSy 
Mariaol Salinaa 

OperaUH- Olga âlinaf 
\ rronira V illahirrtf 

. EagJeLak. 
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Awards Presented 
To Four At 
Annual Holiday Social 

The Rice Area Memorial 
I'ost 8783 of the Veterans of 
i'oreign Wars and the VKW 
\iixiliary held their annual 

(ire Christmas Dinner and 
Social at Brwsches Res 
laurant on Wednesday eve­
ning of last week, Dec. 16th. 
lliKhlightin^? the evenings 
pro^jram was the presenta 
lion of awards and cerlifi 
(•ales of appreciation from the 
VFW I'ost. 

I'rior to the dinner."" the 
members held their monthly 
meetings and then re assent 
b|ed at Rroesches for a scM'ial. 

Commander .lames ("ash 
(ailed the meelim,' lo order 
111(1 welcomed all to the 
»\i'iii and Mrs, Wilma Cash, 
(haplain for the .^uxiliary, 
CA\f the invocation. 

Charlotte and Butch Hroes 
(he and staff served a super 
sitak dinner to the ninety 
persons who attended the 
e-ent. 

Cash served as master of 
ceremonies for the short 
prok;ram and introduced 
many special guests for the 
event. He also presented 
awards, in behalf of the Post 
and .'\uxillary. The.se included 
a memorial plaque to Mrs. 
Frank Becak honorini; her 
(|e((MSfd . husband for his 
service to his country and to 
the VFW; a plaque of 
appreciation was also pre­
sented to David Arthur of 

lakes and rivers, updated 
information on statewide 
political races. Tex.ts 
weather, agriculture, pelro 
leum production, state boards 
and commissions and civjo 
orKanizations It also contains 
an updated version of the 
Texas Constitution, the his 
tory of Texas and its populat 
section. "Counties of Texas,' 
with maps. 

Columbus who served as the 
bugler for the VFW memorial 
service held here on .Nov. 
Ilth. 

Mayor F'lnier Struss and 
Past Commander and I'asi 
State Deputy Chief ot Staff J. 
T. iTonimj) Pilkington. were 
presented with certificates of 
appreciation for service to 
the \1'W and for patriotism 
expressed in behalf of their 
city and country. Stnissand 
l'ilkin^(t(m also received pen 
,ind pencil sets hcarini,' the 
\ F\V emblem. 

District ("ommander and 
.Mrs Willis Barton of I . .•r 
hind were _ present and ! he 
district i'ommander express 
I'd aptireciatioii for the 
courtesy shown to the ladies, 
coii)m(iilini< i!i;it ""we need 
the iadics to have a sue, i s>fii| 
V1"W Post." 

\\ (irds of appreciation for 
iiivil.ilions to the event weic 
also expiessfd by Mr. and 
.Mrs. .AriKild 'Bal/ar of 
("oliimliiis and Mr and Mrs 
1- idler ijf Lake .l.ackson. 

Ill closing,' the proirrain, 
Coiiiinaiider ("ash reminded 
I hose present of the liingo 
option election which will be 
held in this county on Jan. 
Itiili The VFw' .strongly 
endorses passaiie of the 
ftfoposition since many funds 
are derived f'(im such 
benefits for ihe, support of 
couiilless <• • proiccts 
1 •! k;roiip 

ility . 

Door prizes of (Munsettia 
plants were presented lo five 
ol ine lucky ladies present, 
incliiihnK Mrs I'at Barten, 
Mrs Esirella Truly, Mrs. 
Mar\ Stallmaii of (Iarwood, 
Mrs Fveh' MUer and Mrs. 
11.-;. Mills 

Ihe Perfect (.Ift For 
All tk'casionii -

\ Subscription To 
Ihe Headlight 2M=278r" 

Gdlden Age , 

Center Lists 

Events Calendar 

Thurs., Dec.24: Holiday. 
.Fri., Dec. 25: Merry 

Christmas. 
Mon. Dec. 28; Local 

shopping, Weimar. 
Tues., Dec. 29: Movie, 

crafts, quilting, local shop 
ping, 10:30, Eagle Lake. 

Wed., Dec. 30: Local 
shopping, movie, Columbus. 

Thurs., Dec. 31: Holiday. 
Fri., Jan. 1: Happy New 

Year. 

EL implement Closed 
Dec. 19 til Dec. 28 
For Inventory 

The Eagle Lake Implement 
Co. on Highway 90A east Clo­
sed at noon Sat., Dec. 19th 
and will be closed until Mon.. 
Dec. 28th for inventory 
purposes and for the Christ­
mas holiday. 

j /M«) tht spirit of 
I Christmas abide with 
, you now and through 
I the New Year. 
il 

The Hair 
Place 
BMMOU 

ManPadilla 
andFimiliea 

VJ{ii\y. LAKE 

May your holidays 
bring you health 

and happiness. 

The Custom 
Shoppe 

Coleen & Wayne 
Zmmerhanzel 
EAGLE LAKE 
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t Garwood Rice Sales Co. 
James G. Hopkins 
Garwood, Texas 

* 
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Blessings 
May faith be your guide 

this Christmas to the 

blessings of the sea­

son Sincere greetings 

to all our iriendi. 

CLYDE'S FOOD 
MARKET 

peace 
i s i in . is 

i iHSs . i^ i si»l l < i \ r ,)|)<I 

' I'li.iiKni, llciti the intisif 
t. ii«;|K- iitnl l.iilh iciH'wrd" 
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igle Lake and Strickland 
Insurance Agencies 

ROBERT AND MAXINE GRIFFITH 
EAGLE LAKE 
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Crude Oil And Gas Sales In 
County Totaled $85 Million 
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The sale of crude oil and 
natural gas from Colorado 
County wells in 1960 boosted 
the county economy and 
accounted for $85 million of 
the $31.2 billion value placed 
on Texas production last 
year. 

In a report on the economic 
impact of oil and gas industry 
operations in the top pro­
ducing counties of Texas, 
Dallas-based Texas Mid-Con­
tinent Oil & Gas Association 
said the county ranked 91st 
among Texas'254 counties on 
the basis of the value of its 
marketed petroleum produc 
tion. This includes condensate 
and casinghead gas. 

The eountyk wells pro­
duced 680,384 barrels of 
crude oil, valued at $14.7 
million, and 47.3 million Mcfs 
of natural gas, valued at $70.3 
million. Owners of royalty in 
the county received $10.6 
million as their share of the 
output, the Association said. 

"Although crude oU and 
natural gas production in 
" êxas declined slightly last 
year from 1979 levels, we in 
the industry are encouraged 
by the fact that drilling starts 
in 1980 were up 16-percent 
over the previous year," said 
the Associationk chairman, 
Avery Rush, Jr., of Amarillo. 
"Since petroleum remains the 
cornerstone of our stateb 
economy and its tax base, 
Texas must continue to 

encourage the devek>pment 
of its energy resources," 
Rush added. 

In addition to paying k>cal, 
county, and state property 
taxes, producers in the 
county also supported state 
government through produc­
tion tax payments estimated 
at $6 million, according to the 
Association. Crude oil taxes 
amounted to $676,969 while 
natural gas levies totalled 
$5.3 million. 

Based on Texas Empk>y 
ment Commission figures, 
some 313 oil and gas industry 
employees in the county 
received wages of about $5.3 
million in 1980. 

In the search for new 
petroleum reserves in the 
county, oil and gas operators 
spent a reported $49.2 million 
in the drilling of 83 wells, 
including 19 wildcat, or 
exploratory, wells. This effort 
resulted in the completion of 
Ave oil wells and 36 gas wells, 
although some $19.9 million 

day Mistletoe Co. has 
provided the kissing bough to 
eager customers for 29 years, 
says, "Our orders are up 50 
percent over last year. WeVe 
shipped 45,000 pounds of 
preserved mistletoe to whole­
salers already. And from 
Thanksgiving to mid-Decem­
ber we work 'round the clock 
to provide more than 60,000 

was lost in the drilling of 42 
dry holes. As of March 1, 
1981, there were 399 pro 
ducing wells in the county; 52 
oil and 347 gas. 

Petroleum processing also 
contributed to the county 
economy, with three natural 
gasoline plants having a total 
daily capacity of 357.1 million 
cubic feet of natural gas, in 
operation. 

pounds of fresh mistletoe to 
buyers in every state in the 
Union.'* 

Mistletoe is harvested in 
much the same way it was 
gathered since before the 
time of Christ. Seasonal 
workers search it out in 
forests where it grows wild. 
They usually work in pairs-
one in the tree, another on 
the ground -to harvest the 
mistletoe with a long handled 
hook. It must be handled 
gingerly because the elegant 
white berries are delicate. 

During the winter solstice 
in ancient Britain and Gaul, 
Druid priests also harvested 
mistletoe by hand but with a 
golden sickle. In flowing 
white robes and marching to 
the heralding of trumpets and 
the chanting of bards, they 
proceeded solemnly into the 
forest to sacrifice two pure 
white bulls to their Gods 
before cutting the sacred 

plant. 
The mistletoe was cere 

moniously caught in white 
cloths because the Druids 
believed contact with earth 
would not only diminish its 
power to promote fertility 
and cure numerous ailments, 
but would also bring bad 
fortune. 

In Switzerland, Sweden, 
and Wales, superstition dic­
tated that to retain its 
virtues, mistletoe had to be 
shot out of trees and caught 
before it touched the ground. 
Today, on the Eastern Shore 
of Maryland, where mistletoe 
is prevalent, shooting it out 
of trees remains one method 
of harvest. 

Mistletoe^ role in Norse 
legends has made it a holiday 
symbol of love and peace. In 
Scandinavian antiquity, war­
riors meeting by chance 
beneath mistletoe in a forest 
would lay down their arms 
and embrace. 
A FaUeo God 

When the Norse God 
Balder was slain by a 
mistletoe dart, his motherk 
tears became the plantk 
white berries and she 
decreed that mistletoe would 
never again do harm. Because 
Balderk life was restored, his 
mother is said to bestow a 
kiss upon anyone who passed 
under the mistletoe. 

Americak mistletoe tradi­
tion came more directly from 
England where strait-laced 
Victorians permitted it to 
sanction a bit of frivolity-but 
with a caveat. Each kiss 
required that a berry be 
plucked. When the berries 
were gone, so was the magic, 
and no more kisses were 
allowed. 

Magic or not, mistletoe^ 

appeal is continuing. "Every­
body likes to take his kisaes,** 
Tiemann said. 

Free Pizza 
Mrs. Steve Balas this 

is a ticket for a free pizza at 
the Eagle Lake Dairy 
Delite, where you get the 
finest foods in town including 
delicious pizza. Clip this out 
and present at the Dairy 
Delite for vour free oizza not 
later than Dec. 29,1981. 

I Have the 

merriest, most 

wonderiul 

Christmas ever! 

City 
Cafe 

Mrs. Joe Schoellmann 
Garwood 

The Yule Lo« 
The ceremony of the 

Yule log is a festive tradi­

tion in many homes. The 
burning of the mammoth 
log began as a Scandina­
vian practice during the 
winter solstice. As the log 
burns, a prayer for light. 

istietoe • Inspiration 
or More Titan Kissing 
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May the spirit of the Christ Child 
strengthen and brighten your life and 
bring countless blessings to you 

Kevin Court Apartments l 

I |By Rebecca R. Klrtland 
1 National Geographic News 
1 Service] 

Mistletoe is more than an 
^cuse for kissing. 
jThe focus of elaborate 
|ruid rites at Stonehenge 
Id the powerful Golden 
bugh of mythology, mistle-
te was once believed to 
pomote fertility, protect 
f̂ m fire and lightning, cure 
eilepsy, and, some say, 
pbvided the wood for the 
c ss of Christ. 

Mistletoe, which flourishes 
whout direct contact with 
eith, is probably poisonous 
tcieople, but is a mainstay of 
tra diet of birds. Although it 
giws primarily in the 
triics, mistletoe inflicts 
mde damage on U.S. forests 
thi any disease. 

Thief 
•longing to the genus 

Phladendron, which trans-
lat̂  "tree thief,** mistletoe is 
a smiparasite that grows in 
the t̂ops of oik, mesquite, 
male, and other trees. 
Misletoe takes all its water 

400 South Austin Rd. - r^aRieMwe c 
Wanda Center, MRr. And Residents J 

w*ith, and comfort is 
reqed by members of 
thqfamily. 

JOYOUS NO 

and nutrients from the host 
tree, but synthesizes its own 
food, explains Delbert Weins, 
a biologist at the University 
of Utah who has studied 
mistletoe for 25 years. 

"The mistletoes make up a 
very large, complicated genus 
ranging throughout the 
world, but only about four 
species in the United States 
are used for Christmas 
decorations," he said. "These 
are found throughout the 
United States, except for the 
colder regions of the northern 
Rocky Mountains, the Great 
Plains, the northern Midwest, 
and New England." 

If mistletoe has uses other 
than promoting holiday 
cheer, they have not been 
found. But it is significant 
economically for the damage 
it inflects on timber trees. 

Ed Wickef, plant patholo­
gist for the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, says 3.2 
billion board feet of timber 
growth a year is not realized 
because dwarf mistletoe saps 
vital nutrients and moisture 
from the trees-enough wood 
to build 290,000 average 
homes. 

Early Christian legends 
hold that mistletoe, once a 
tree itself, shrank in shame 
after Christk cross was hewn 
from its wood. But that 
legend hasn't shrunk its 
holiday popularity in England 
and the United States. 
Kissing Bough 

Robert Tiemann of Priddy, 
Texas, whose Tiemann Holi-

I? 

HAPPY 
YULETIDE 
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We wish you great joy this Christmasticle...may 
love and peace abide with you and yours ail 

through the holiday season and in days to conne. 

Your Colorado County Officials 

THOMAS DRYER 
EAGLE LAKE, TEXAS 

RAWHIDE 
CORRAL 

8 .G.PeMa,0wMr 
RMklihad 

* • 

• i 

I 

Lester J. Cranek 
, COUNTY JUDGE 

HenryJ. Hajovsky 
TAX ASSESSOR COLLECTOR 

_Hafvey Vornsand 
OfSTRfCr CLERK 

Lester Schneider 
COUNTY CLERK 

Otto H. Loessin 
COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 1 

Rafael Veselka 

Jim Broussard 
^ COUNTY SHERIFF 

Edward Wooiery-Price 
COUNTY ATTORNEY 

Mrs. Martha Bodunged 
COUNTY TREASURER 

M. L. Briscoe 
COUNTY AUDITOR 

J. T. (JImmIe) Frnka 
CONSTABLE. J. p. PRECI 

M . M . (Mac) Jones 
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COMMISSIONER PREC/NCT 2 

Jerome Wk:ke 
COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 3 

L W . Stiles, Jr. 
COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 4 

JUSTICE OF PEACE, PREC t 

W. A. Hefner 
JUSTICE OF PEACE, PREC. 2 

Lawrence Berger 
CONSTABLE, IP.PRECINCTi 
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